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INTRODUCTION: 
Our organization,  the Women's  Collective,  was  formed on June 4,  1994,  by
integrating  12  voluntary  organizations  led  by  like-minded  women  in  six
districts, transcending caste, religion, ethnicity, language politics. Today, it has
grown in 21 districts including Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, Thoothukudi,
Madurai,  Theni,  Dindigul,  Nilgiris,  Salem,  Kallakurichi,  Tiruvannamalai,
Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Vellore, Ranipet, Tirupattur, Villupuram, Chengalpattu,
Kanchipuram, Tiruvallur and Chennai. 

Women's  collective  targets  marginalized  women,  women  farmers,  children,
boys, youth, men, male farmers, elderly people, people with disabilities and
transgender people, and aims to achieve the lofty goal of making a sustainable,
humane,  equitable,  equitable  society  with  sustainable  development  and
disaster  preparedness,  with  the  vision  of  enabling  all  parties,  including  all
groups, including socio-cultural,  caste,  religion, ethnicity,  language, sexuality,
politics,  economy,  non-discriminatory  quality  education,  health,  safe
environment, food security,  and the rights of all  parties, including age, skill,
sexual, religious minorities, with a participatory approach as its ideology, and to
achieve  the  lofty  goal  of  equality  for  all  in  bottom-up  planning  on  a
humanitarian basis, with women's leadership, collective leadership, collective
decision-making,  sharing  of  responsibilities,  transparency  and  self-
empowerment and empowerment of women as its principles,
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The conference, taking these as its guidelines, has been working for 29 years in
21 parliamentary constituencies, 50 assembly constituencies, 21 districts, two
corporations,  57  talukas,  58  unions,  12  municipalities,  27  townships,  397
panchayats and 1023 villages in Tamil Nadu. 

Women's group, women farmers'  group, men's agricultural  group, children's
panchayats, youth development group, elderly rights group, women's collective
farming group, granaries, and unorganized workers' group are organizing and
campaigning  to  protect  the  right  to  food,  livelihood,  resource  rights,  land
rights, children's rights, youth's right to education, employment rights, and the
rights of the elderly, and the rights to a safe environment. 

Women's Group:

To  strengthen  village-level  women's  group  and  raise  their  voices  against
violence against women and children, Gender equality justice committees are
being  formed  in  every  village  to  provide  legal  guidance  and  advice.  1037
women's group with 30785 members have been formed in 21 districts.  140
men's  gender  equality  committees  and  202  women's  gender  equality
committees have been formed. Every month, village group meetings, regional
federation  meetings  and  district  federation  meetings  are  held  every  three
months.  Various  trainings  are  being  given  to  the  federations  and  the
federations are being strengthened. 

Seed Festival:

The traditional seed festival was held in 5 villages of Vasudevanallur, Sangana
Peri,  Eman  Patti,  Melachangana  Peri,  Sangupuram  and  Paccheri  in  Tenkasi
district.  450  women  farmers  participated.  The  panchayat  leaders  of  the
respective  panchayats  participated.  The  panchayat  elections  were  over  and
they took charge only this month, but their participation was excellent. They
invited everyone in the village and said enthusiastically that they could hold
this seed festival next year. The women farmers brought traditional seeds like
gram, corn, kelp, millet, horseradish, karamani, ulund, small pulses, vegetable
seeds, and spinach seeds. They tied a thorana in the public place of the village
and invited all the elders of the village.



Until last year, the seed festival, which was usually held in Vasudevanallur, was
not  allowed to be held  in  public  places  due to Corona,  so this  year it  was
decided that it could be held in the respective villages.

Next, a seed festival was held in Thandarai village, Chinthanakavur panchayat,
Uthiramerur taluk, Kanchipuram district. 



Children's Panchayat State Conference:

Children's Panchayat State Camp was held on 26th and 27th June 2021. It was
held through a joint zoom. The meeting started with the hoisting of the flag by
Vasudevanallur  Kalaignar Colony Children's  Panchayat Chairperson Priya and
the Women's collective. Cultural programs, oil dance, golem dance and song
were also held. Gandhipet Children's Panchayat Chairperson Nivetha led the
camp.  The  camp  was  held  under  the  theme  Let's  Save  Nature.  Mr.



Ramachandran, Mr. Bimla, Mr. Devaneyandewa Anbu, Mrs. Renuka, Mr. Mala
were present and gave their  greetings. They gave comments on the current
conditions  of  children.  The  children  sang  songs.  On the  second day  of  the
camp, Mr. Sundarraj Advocate Damayanthi, Mr. Merli Roy Principal Subhadra
were present and the children gave the necessary comments. On the third day
of  the  camp,  a  speech  competition,  singing  competition  and  poetry
competition were held. The children enthusiastically displayed their talents and
it was great that more than a thousand children participated in the three-day
camp from more than a hundred phones. The camp was conducted well even
after the second wave of Corona had passed. This state camp was held under
the guidance of the State President of the Women's collective, Mrs. Sheelu.
The  coordinators  evaluated  the  children  who  participated  in  the  singing
competition, declamation competition, and poetry competition and selected
the first prize, second prize, third prize, and consolation prize winners. All of
them were given more books as gifts. Since there was no time to hold the
competitions, a singing competition was held on 25 and 29/6/2021. 







International Women's Day:

Eight, Three 2022 International Women's Day was held in all circles under the
theme of Gender Equality Today is a Sustainable Future. Some circles observed
Women's Day at the village level and Panchayat level. Women's Day was held
with the participation of the Panchayat leaders in the respective Panchayats. In
the  family,  birth  of  girls,  upbringing,  education,  sports,  work,  property,
marriage, boys and girls should be treated equally in everything. That is what
creates a sustainable future. Any ideas that stop violence against women were
emphasized.  International  Women's  Day  in  Chennai  was  organized  on
29/3/2022 at the Pizza Center by organizations like All  Women's Federation,
Women's  Collective,  Good  Shepherd  Convent.  All  women's  organizations  in
Chennai participated and emphasized the ideas such as the women's policy
brought by the Tamil Nadu government, what gaps there are and what needs



to be added soon. Tamil Nadu Women's Commission Chairperson Mrs. Kumari
participated.  She said  that  she would  go to all  districts  and meet women's
organizations and would talk to the Chief Minister about the recommendations
they made.





International Day of the Girl Child October 11, 2021:

In 2012, the UN declared this day as International Day of the Girl Child. People
aged 0-18 have demanded that children be declared children up to the age of
21.  Girls  are  being destroyed in  the womb without  permission to  be born.
Infanticide after birth, 814/1000 in Delhi in India, 940/1000 in Tamil Nadu, why
is  the  number  of  girls  decreasing  even  though  immunity  in  girls  increases
between  the  ages  of  1-5?  Dowry,  protection  of  girls,  and  the  mental
assessment of those who go to the next door are the reasons for the increase
in gang rape of girls. 



World Food Day:

It was held on October 16, 2021 at the Panchayat Community Welfare Center in
Vasudevanallur, Tenkasi District from 10.30 am to 1 pm. 200 women farmers
from the Vasudevanallur Women Farmers Association participated. Small grain
seeds  such  as  kambu,  finger  millet,  sorghum,  millet,  horseradish,  black
sorghum,  red  sorghum,  traditional  rice  varieties,  crops  such  as  urad  dal,
oilseeds such as groundnuts, vegetable seeds, traditional seeds such as spinach
seeds were brought and placed in earthen pots. Cooked foods such as finger
millet,  small  grain  laddu,  navdhanaya,  paniyaram,  seedai,  karamani,  green
gram, sprouted Ragi dosa, kolu dosa,  kebab, and cooked foods such as kebab,
October  15th is  Rural  Women's  Day,  October  16th  is  World  Food Day,  and
October 17th is Poverty Eradication Day, all three of which were combined to
form World Food Day. 



Violence Against Women Day:-November 25:

Violence  Against  Women  Campaign  On  the  occasion  of  Violence  Against
Women  Day  on  25/11/2021,  the  Women's  Collective  organized  a  public
meeting in  Valluvar  Kottam,  Chennai  from 4  pm to 8  pm.  In  recent  times,
hundreds of  girls  have been subjected to sexual  abuse,  sexual  violence and
sexual  harassment by teachers who teach in educational  institutions,  sports
halls,  yoga  centers,  and  school  leaders.  This  meeting  was  held  to  protest
against this. The Women's Collective Coordinators Sasikala ,Banu ,Jothi, Gowri,
Ponnuthai spoke against the atrocities against children and women that have
taken place in recent times. Periyakulam Coordinators Chitradevi moderated
the meeting.



OBR Campaign February 14, 2022:-

The one billion raise campaign of 100 crore people was held online on February
14, 2021 at 11 am. While speaking, the President of the Women's collective,
Mrs. Sheelu, emphasized that according to a UN report, one in three women in
the world is subjected to physical, mental and sexual violence in her lifetime.
During the Corona period, job loss, violence against women, violence against
children were given, and children were organized to establish home gardens
and  terrace  gardens  to  grow  nutritious  vegetables,  greens  and  medicinal
plants.



Collective Farming:

The Women's collective has 1256 members in 185 collective farming groups as
of 2021. 231. 63 acres of land are used for collective farming. Almost every
village in India has about 20-30 women who are single, widowed or abandoned
by their  husbands and society.  They shoulder  the burden of  taking care  of
children and elders in their families. These women are landless or have very
small land holdings and do not have the resources to invest in their own land
and  these  women  are  mostly  wage  labourers  who  do  low-skilled  work  in



agriculture  and  animal  husbandry.  Since  the  focus  of  collective  farming  is
primarily on meeting family food needs, they do not market their produce. It is
difficult for collective farm members to get land on lease. Even if they get it, the
owners return the land within a year. Therefore, the members have requested
the  district  collector  to  allocate  unused  land  for  collective  farming.  There
should be a maximum of 10 members in a collective farm.

Women's Collective Day June 4: 

Women's Collective Day was celebrated on June 4, 2021. Since 05/06/2021 is
Environment Day, a webinar was organized on the topic of Women's Collective
Day  Let's  Renovate  the  Environment.  Women's  Collective  ,members,
coordinators,  staff  and  children's  panchayat  members  from  all  circles
participated.  The  event  was  moderated  by  Madurai  Kameswari.  Theni
Chithradevi  gave the welcome address,  Women's  Collective  President  Mrs.
Sheelu  gave the special speech, and former member of children's panchayat
Manikandan  (Thiruvannamalai)  shared  their  experience  with  the  Women's
Collective.  Priya  Vasudevanallur,  Women's  Collective  Coordinators
Kamala,Kowsalya,  Victoria,  Manjula,  female  farmer  Palaniammal,  Ponnuthai
Jothi ,Regi jansi Rani gave comments on the environment. Ranganayaki, Shanthi
and  Nemili  Mary  sang  environmental  awareness  songs.  More  than  250
members participated. 





Women's Collective 26th State Conference:

The 26th State Conference of the Tamil Nadu Women's Collective was held on
July  30,  31  and  August  1,  2021.  The  conference  was  held  on  the  theme
"Women  in  the  Pandemic"  for  three  days  from  10:30  am  to  1  pm.  The
conference was inaugurated by Mrs. Murugari  Ammal of Chelampatti Block,
Madurai  District.  Mrs.   Chithradevi  of  Periyakulam  delivered  the  welcome
address. The  President of the Women's Collective, Mrs. Sheelu, delivered the
keynote address. Mr. Paul Michael Idea Center, Madurai, Mrs. Mary Lily Cycle
India, Chennai Advocate Henry Tippen, Madurai Advocate Damayanthi Salem,
were present  to  congratulate  the  Women's  Collective  and spoke about  the
values  of  the  people  due  to  Corona,  especially  the  effects  on  women  and
children and the violence against them. 







Kalanjiyam  Women  Farmers  Association  21st  and  22nd  State
Conference: (Northern Districts)

The Northern District  Conference of Kalanjiyam Women Farmers Association
was held on 22nd and 23rd November 2021 under the theme "Agricultural
Women and Agricultural Financial Statements". Due to the Corona situation, it
was  not  possible  to  gather  a  large  number  of  people  at  one  place,  so  the
Northern  District  Conference  was  held  on  one  day  in  Kanchipuram,
Chengalpattu,  Tirupattur,  Dharmapuri,  Krishnagiri,  Tiruvannamalai,  Salem,
Kallakurichi  districts  and  on  another  day.  The  conference  was  held  at  the
Women's  collective Training Center  in  Chennai.  It  was  chaired by the Tamil
Nadu Women's collective President, Mrs. Sheelu the President, who gave the
keynote address, said that women are the ones who fulfill the food needs of
the family. We also use the products available in the ration shop, which are not
nutritious enough. Women are also facing a challenge in this environment. 59
percent of the country's women suffer from anemia, 27 percent of children are
born as malnourished children, and 24 percent of children are underweight.
The reason for this is that the Green Revolution we brought in the 50s and 60s
is turning our soil  and food into poison.  It  is  welcome that  the Tamil  Nadu
government has allocated a separate budget for agriculture. However, whether
it covers all the needs of farmers? Is it a budget that especially includes women
farmers? It is not possible to say completely. Out of 55 agricultural projects,
only 14 projects have women's participation. This means that women who are
engaged in  agriculture  have less  financial  allocation in  projects.  Agricultural
lands are today used as real estates for factories, six-lane and eight-lane roads,
and electricity towers. Land for agriculture is decreasing. The policies of the
central government are against agriculture. In this situation, women farmers
are  unable  to  avail  of  farmer  schemes  and  opportunities  like  getting loans
without  being  recognized  as  farmers.  They  stressed  that  the  Tamil  Nadu
government  should  take  all  this  into  consideration  when  preparing  the
agricultural budget in the future and prepare an agricultural financial report.






